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Isyjean Korenek’s Biographical Sketch

I am married to Willie Korenek – a retired Alcoan and the transportation director for the Rockdale Independent School District retired.  We have two children and six grandchildren.  Our daughter and her family live in my home town, Schulenburg, Texas, and our son and his family lives in Weatherford, Texas. Our granddaughter, Christina Renae Korenek, just graduated from UNT on Dec. 18, 2010, and has begun her teaching career at her Alma Mata, by teaching algebra at Weatherford High School’s 9th- Grade Center.  

This year begins my 31st year of teaching.  I graduated for Schulenburg High School in May of 1961 and from the University of Texas at Austin on May 17, 1980, with a B.S. in Elementary Education, a minor speech, and an endorsement in Generic Special Education.  

I began my teaching career as an employee of the Rockdale I.S.D. in Aug., of 1980.  My first teaching assignment was with Thorndale ISD, where I taught all levels of special education for 3 years.  
 

In the fall of 1983, the Rockdale ISD transferred me to the Mary Lee School Campus -- a residential treatment facility for emotionally disturbed and / or behavioral disordered boys.  While there, I taught all grade levels of special education, through May of 1988.

The next school year, I was transferred one last time by the Rockdale ISD to the Rockdale Elementary School Campus, where I taught resource classes at the elementary level for 1/2 of the day, and for the other 1/2 of the day, I taught homebound students on both the Rockdale High School Campus and the Rockdale Junior High School Campus. In addition, I traveled to students’ homes, who were unable to attend classes in a regular school setting.

In the fall of 1989, I began my teaching career with Cameron ISD. For the first school year in Cameron, I taught a self-contained, behavior disordered class.  The second school year, I taught elementary resource classes as well, for 1/2 of the day.  Both of those years, I was given the opportunity to work with regular education students, by coaching them in UIL poetry reading during the 1st year and in ready writing during the 2nd year.
In the fall of 1991, my new assignment with Cameron ISD was that of a 4th-grade teacher.  I taught 4th-grade, and again I coached UIL poetry reading or ready writing for 8 more years. In 1991, I assumed my present teaching position – that of a reading intervention teacher.  This year begins my 11th year of teaching in that capacity.  For the first 2 years – as a reading interventionist -- I taught 4th and 5th-grade reading intervention, and for the last 8 years, I have been teaching 3rd / 4th / 5th-grade reading intervention.   I firmly believe that all children can learn, and that as an interventionist, my responsibility is to teach my students the specialized strategies that will enable them to become successful readers, comprehenders, and thinkers.  My ultimate goal is to have my students develop a love for reading.   
During my tenure with Cameron ISD, I have served on the DAC for 4, nonconsecutive terms and on the CIC for 3 terms.   I was also the team leader for the special teachers for 2 years.  I have been a member of Delta Kappa Gamma Society International for the past 9 years, and I have been an officer for 8 of those years. I am also a member of the Texas State Teachers’ Association, and I have served as a TSTA officer for each of my 31 years of teaching.  For the past 5 years, I have been the UIL Coordinator for both the Cameron Elementary School and the Ben Milam School campuses.   Last, but not least, at the awards ceremony in May of 2009, I received a plaque for my 20 years of tenure with the Cameron Independent School District.   
